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M0M??5V’^A 

23^ Septemberi 1938* 


Mr, Charge d^'Affaires^ 

I have the honour to ac- 
knovrledge the receipt of your note Ko. 
b56/B6/3& of the 22nd instant^ whose 
subject-matter has had my consideration. 

With reference to the 
observations made in paragraph 2| of yours 
I have to re-affinn what I had the pleasure 
of stating in paragraphs 4 and 5 of our 
^ de3i>atch ITo, SlS/iJiF* of the Blst instant, 

v/hich^is not merely the considered opinion 
of the Government of Liberia, but it is the 
generally accepted view of International 
publicists* 

The Government of Liberia would, 
by no parityi^of reasoning, accept the view that 
article 4 of the Treaty of 1848, is devoid of 
any significance in so far as relates to duties 
on British goods imported into Liberia, but it 
.does admit, without reservation, that article 
4, is neither independent of other articles 
of the same treaty nor is it unilateral in re¬ 
spect of the two Contracting Parties, 

It 

H,M. Charge d'Affaires 
and Consul General, 
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It should seem clear that if a single article 
in a treaty was independent of other articles 
in the same treaty^ the well-defined and 

accepted principle of reciprocal obligation 
in each article of the treaty would thereby 
be destroyed I and as a consequence the primary 
object sought in negotiating and concluding 
the instrument would be purposeless. 

Moreover, if one article of a 
treaty was independent of other articles in 

* 

the same instrument! there would not be a 
concensus of opinion among writers of inter¬ 
national law to the effect that in the inter¬ 
pretation of a treaty, the whole instrument con¬ 
taining the stipulations Is to be taken together, 
and that all articles in narj materia should be 
considered as parts of the same stipulations, 
and I am confident that you would not suggest a 
departure from a rule which is now a part oi 
the law of Nations, Article 4, of the treaty 
and the granting of any rights thereunder is there 
fore conditioned upon the stipulations contained 
in article 7 of the same instrument. ^ 

Ans^vering paragraph 3, of your note 

I should like to suggest your calling on me at 

II a,m, on tomorrow. 

Be pleased to accept, Ifr, Charge 






915/D*F, 


21st SeptKnber* 1938 


l!ir. Charge d*AffaireS| 

I have the honour to ac¬ 
knowledge the receipt of your despatch Ko* 
632/86/38 of the 13th instant| concerning 
the special rates of duties on the importa¬ 
tion of fish of li:orwe£:ian origin^ and I 
note your allusion to the fact that the 
Liberian Government's interpretation of 
the Angl 0 -Liberian Treaty is at variance 
with the interpretation which His Majesty's 
Government has placed npon the said instru¬ 
ment* 


The Liberian Government has 
most carefully * examined the argument you were 
gocxJ enough to put forward in paragraphs 4, 

5, 6 and 8 of your note under acknowledgment* 

•f 

I regret, liowever, to have to say that this 
argument has not ifl5)resse(a it aa sufficientJy 
valid to warrant a modification of the views 
communicated to you in our letter ffo. 871/D.P. 
of the 8th of the present month. 

Referring to paragraph 4, of 
your despatch, I have taken note of the fact that 
it is your viejpr that any benefits which may be 
granted liy this Government to the Government of 

Norway, 


H.U. Charge d'Affaires 
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ITorwayi under Article Yll of the Treaty under 

discussion should also he granted to His 

Majesty's Government either gratuitously or 

upon a quid pro quo basis* I am not in complete 

agreement with the said view for the reason 

that the Liberian Government's Interpretation 

« 

of Article VTl of the Treaty is that any 
benefits which are granted to the Government of 
JTorway or any other Government gratuitously 
may also be grc^nted to His Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment gratuitously; and any benefits which may 
be granted to the Government of Norway, or 
any other Government in return for a compensa¬ 
tion, may also be granted to His Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment for an equivalent condensation* This con¬ 
striction of the favoured—nation clause has so 
long been in force, and so generally acquiesced 
in by other nations, that it may now be fairly con¬ 
sidered as a part of international law, 

I come now to the 6th suid 6th paragraphs 
of yoor letter in which you have kindly undertaken 
to make some reflections regarding paragraphs 4 
and 7 of the treaty, and that it is your view that 
Article 4, is unilateral while Article 7 is on a 
basis of reciprocity* There can be no denying the 
fact that Article 7 is reciprocal, but I profoundly 


regret 



regret not being able to admit the auggestion 
that Article 4, is unilateral in character. 

In paragraphs 3 and 4 of our letter No. 871/D.P.i 
I endeavoured to make it definitely clear that 
in the construction of treaties or conventional 
the whole instrument containing the stipulations 
is to be taken together and that all articles 
in pari materia should be considered as parts of 
the same stipulations* Furthermore! any special 
advantage conceded by a party under one article 
is in consideration of all the adv^-ntages enjoyed 
by the same party under that and all other articles 
of the treaty. In the light of such a general 
and authoritative principle governing the con¬ 
struction of treaties. Article 4 of the treaty under 
reference cannot be considered as being either 
unilateral in respect of the two High Contracting 
pjarties, or independent of other articles of the 
said treaty* It is also a canon of interpretation 
so to construe a law or a treaty as to give effect 
to the object designed, and for that purpose all 
of its provisions anist be examined in the light 
of attendant and surrounding circumstances* 

In order to further clarify your 
mind with respect to the implication contained in 
paragraph 6, of yours under reply, permit me tOa 
point out that under Article 4| of the treaty of 
1848, it has been reciprocally provided that goods 
or merchandise which may come from Great Britain 
or its dominions or in^jorted in British vessels 

from 
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from any country shall not be prohibited in this 
country; nor be subject to higher duties than 
are levied on the same kind of merchandise for 
goods which may come from any other foreign country 
or jtnportftd in any other vessels, and that all 
articles the produce of this Republic may be ex* 
ported therefrom by British subjects or British 
vessels, on as favourable terms as by the subjects 
and vessels of any other foreign country* By 
Article 7, of the same treaty it has been stipulated 
that each party should accord to the other most¬ 
favoured-nation treatment, freely if freely granted 
or for the same compensation, if coMitlonal* 
Obviously if His Majesty's Govenoment claim the 
special rates of duties which have been accorded 
fish which may be imported into this country from 
Horway, it can only be granted in return for a 
compensation as nearly as possible of proportionate 
value and effect. Article 4, should be read in 
connection with article 7, which plainly show that 
the Ki^ Contracting Parties did not Intend to 
grant to each other gratuitously what had been con¬ 
ceded to another nation for a conqsensation. 

It is clearly evident that the 
object sought in the negotiation and conclusion of 
treaties is equality of international treatment, 
protection against the willful preference of the 
commercial interests of one nation over another* But 
the allowance of the same privileges and the same 
sacrifice of revenue duties, to a nation which makes 
no compensation, that had been conceded to another 


nation 



nation for an adequate compensation, instead of 
maintaining, destroys that equality of market 
privileges which the most-favoured^nation clause 
was intended to secure* 

With regard to paragraph 8, of yours 
and the conversation which ensued between us, I 
should like to say that the statement then made 
by me has not been fully quoted* Ify notes of our 
conversation show that I stated in substance "that 
there was nothing in the Liberian-^^N'orwegian Agree¬ 
ment which would constitute an objection to the 
application of the special rates of duties provided 
for therein, to fish of British origin also, in 
the event the British Government was prepared to 
extend to the Government of the Republic of Liberia 
the concessions which had been made by the Norwegian 
Government" * 












the assurance of my high consideration and 
esteem;. ^ ^ ’ 
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S71/D.F 


8th Septeaiberi 1938* 



Mr. Charge d^Affaires 


I have the honour to refer 


to your note ITo* 463/86/38^ of July 14th 
1938, informing me that His Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment in the United Kingdom considers that 
the granting of special rates of duties on 
the importation of fish of Norwegian origin 
under the Trade Agreement concluded between 
Liberia and Norway is an . infringement of 
the most-favoured-natlon rights of His 
MaJesty^s Government, which are unconditional¬ 
ly secured by article 4 of the Treaty of 1848 
to goods exported from the United Kingdom and 
other British territories to which the said 
treaty applies, and the benefit of the rates 
now accorded to fish imported from the United 
Kingdom and other British territories to which 
the aforesaid treaty applies, or which are in 
a position to claim most-favoured-nation treat¬ 
ment for their products by virtue of the Anglo- 
Liberian Agreement of July 23rd. 1908* 


In reply, I beg to say that 


the question raised in your note under reference 


has 


H*M* Charge d'Affaires 

and Consul General, 
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MONBOVIA. 
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has had the careful consideration of the 
Government of Liberia^ and I am to submit 
the follovring observations in relation to 
same • 

It should first of all be stated 
that there is no rule of construction better 
settled either in relation to covenants be¬ 
tween individuals or treaties between nations 
than that the whole instrument containing 
the stiiwlations is to be taken togetheri and 
that the articles in par i materia should be 
considered as part of the same stipulations. 

The above proposition is also 
supported by the view that In the construction 
of treaties, the general doctrine is that any 
special advantage conceded by a party under 
one article is in consideration of all the 
advantages enjoyed by the same party under that 
and all other articles of the treaty* 

In the light .of the views which 
have hereinbefore been expressed, it would 
seem clear that the granting of any rights which 
His Majesty^s Government are claiming from this 
Government under article 4, of the Anglo- 
Liberian Treaty of 1848, must be conditioned by 
the stipulations mutually agreed upon in article 
7, of the aforesaid treaty. 

To be more specific, it may 
not be inadvisable to state that under article 
4, of the treaty under discussion, the two high 

contracting 






3, 


contracting parties have agreed that '’merchant- 
dise or goods comii^ from the British Dominions 
in any vessels| or imported in British vessels 
xrom any country| shall not be prohibited by 
the Republic of Liberia; nor be subject to 
higher duties than are levied on the same kind 
of merchandise or goods coming from any other 
foreign country or imported in any other vessels^*. 
But the said article is not independent of other 
articles in the said treaty, which under familiar 
rules for the interpretation of treaties, must 
be so construed as to give full force and effect 
to all articles of the same treaty; consequently, 
any benefits claimed in respect of the rates 
accorded to fish imported from Norway, may also 
be granted to His MaJesty^s Government by the 
Government of Liberia npon a quid pro quo basis 
under article 7, of the aforesaid treaty which 
specifically provides that '*any favour, privilege 
or immunity whatever, in matters of commerce and 
navigation, which either contracting party has 
actually grants, or may hereafter grant, to 
the subjects or citizens of any other state, 
shall be extended to the subjects or citizens of 
the other contracting party, gratuitously or 
in return for a compensation as nearly as possible 
of the proportionate vedue and effect"* 

The Department therefore con-- 
aiders that the treaty of 1848, does not bind 


the 








the Government of Liberia to extend to His 
Majesty’s Government without compensation! 
privileges which have been extended to the 
Government of Norway in consideration of 
certain valuable trade concessions. 

Be pleased to acceptt Ur. 
Charge d’Affaires| the assurance of ny higli 
consideration and esteem. 



/ 





No» 29 

(J 2267/1656/24) 


Sir, 



With reference to your deepatchee No. 24 (226/86/38) 
and No. 50 (334/86/38) of the 5th April and the 18th May 


regarding the Commercial Treaty of the 14th September, 1937, 
between Liberia and Norway, I have to Inform you that 
in my opinion the terms of the executive decree directing 
that lower rates of duty should be charged on certain 
kinds of fish if imported from Norway as distinct from 
other countries, constitutes a clear Infringement of the 
most-favoured-natlon rights in the matter of import duties 
enjoyed by His Majesty's Government in Liberia in virtue of 
Article 4 of the Treaty of Priendship and Commerce of 1848 
between Liberia and the United Kingdom. 

2. In paragraph 4 of your despatch No. 24 of the 5th 
April you enquire whether the specially favoured treatment 
accorded by the Liberian Government to fish imported from 
Norway can be justified on account of the undertakings given 
by the Norwegian Government in the trade agreement of 1937. 
In this connexion I have to point out that in the opinion of 
His Majesty's Government none of the provisions of the trade 


agreement between Liberia and Norway can be considered as 
affecting the most-*favoured-nation rights of His Majesty's 
Government, which are unconditionally secured by Article 4 
of the Treaty of 1848 to goods imported from the United 
Kingdom and other British territories, to which that Treaty 
applies. 


3. In 


A.G. Ponsonby, Esq., 

etc*, etc.p etc*, 


Monrovia 









3. In these circumstances you should approach the 
Liberian GoTemment In the matter and should claim that the 
benefit of the reduced duties accorded to fish imported from 
Norway shall also be accorded to fish imported from the 
United Kingdom and any other British territory to which the 
Treaty of 1648 applies^ or which are In a position to claim 
most-fawoured-nation treatment for their products In Tlrtue 
of the Anglo-Liberian Agreement of the 23rd July, 1908« 

4« At the same time X^ould be grateful if you 
could provide an explanation of certain inconsistencies 
with regard to the new duty charged on fish, canned or 
otherwise preserved in bottles or Jars* In the copy of the 
President's proclamation enclosed in your despatch No* 24, 
this duty appears as lOJ? ad valorem with a minimum ot ;S3-46 
per pound net which it la presumed is a mistake for 100 pound 
net or some similarly large quantity* In the circular letter, 
howeveraddressed to officials of the Liberian customs, the 
specific duty alone is mentioned and the alternative of lOjS 
ad valore m mentioned in the President's proclamation is omitted. 

5* In paragraph 4 of your despatch No. 30 you suggest 
that the Liberian Secretary of State might meet any protest on 
the part of His Majesty's Oorerment with the reply that the 
imperial preference given to British colonies in West Africa 
is in effect a contravention of the moet-favoured-nation 
clause so far aa Liberia is concerned. If this argximent 
is put forward, you should point out that British dominions 
and colonies are considered not as foreign countries, but as 
part of the British Commonwealth and that on that account no 
most-favoured-nation clause obliges fils Majesty's Government 


to 





to treat foreign goods as favourably as goods from the 
dominions and colonies* In any case there does not appear 
to be in the Treaty of 1848 any most-favoured-nation 
clause on which Liberia can rely in this connexion- Article 
4 is not reciprocal* 


1 am^ with great truthj 


Sirp 


Your obedient Servant, 
(For the Secretary of State) * 









n 
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34VD,F. 


30til IJarch, 1938 


Mr, Chaise d*Affaires, 

V/ith reference to the 
penultimate paragraph of your note No, 
202/86/38 of the 29th instant, I have 
the honour to enclose here’i^ith, two 
copies of the Executive proclamation, 
dat^d March 7th, 1938, which contains 
a full text of the Trade Agreement be¬ 
tween Liberia and Noi^ay* 

Be pleased to accept, Mr, 

Charge d'Affaires, the assurance of m high 



H*M, Charge d'Affairea 
and Consul General, 
British Legation, 
ICNHDVTA. 







A proclamation 

BY THE PRESIDENT • 


Whereas, a Trade Agreement was concluded between the Government of the 
Republic of Liberia, and the Government of the Kingdom of Norway* dated August 
27th, 1937, under provision of Section 7, of an Act entitled^ 

itn Exported from tU* hr}mhlu^ uj Llbrrta,^' and 

Whereas, the Legislature of Liberia at its Session in 1937, did approve said Agree- 
ment, the text whereof being as follows: 

A^reeincnt bctwc6n the GoverniR6iit of tho Republic of Lriboria and 
the Government of the Kingdom uf Norway, 

j, ■ difl l;(5pnl}lir ill Libi^tin jmij [ho Ouv^i^niititriit tif tlii" Kihedom of Nvrivjiv 

i^iitnmprdHl iiUr^t-oitrse rht^r n^ywnw fUrn 

(I) Tht' LiliurEiiit liowpiiju-iir Hiirb^tjike III ujihin rvnini> t ^Uar ifn* 

pres««t AKj^D,i^,,( Ihe dinies ^ fi>h luid fi.h pn^SiiHi* h,\ ,np^it,is ] Wi* S.i rm.* 

f«rmity w,rb ^iion i of ^A., A.t lunff oip ui.l inii.rr«o \nL uL 

i."xpofitftl Itiim thw liHpuhkt H.f I,iWnr4 iiotl thitHmWr \'k ihtir i-i (,> - 

rn<iU(ift :n fii;» (h) rina H fit ihy 3£),H rnriff Ail wh i;h ^i:hUt 

^ Duty 

GcitcrJil Em-c-rjicticy 

F'is Iib ff 1 ^uf f fj 

(h) Cminoii ftr imwiv^eil in (inttjH- ot-jur,', mt tHlurrjii * 

|ir- lb, net l ___ _ _ . __ ,_ _ Mm' Ob eh; 

(b) llrRHl &. S^niokiNi. fittlts. or htl. of jli^i _ _ ^ (lO 'it mi 

(o) Suliwi PibkM, brl. of litXI [iu^^ _ __ ._ ism i (") 

itJuiS] k' nnittiiri^l i» riwtcJ Jiw tntinvi>: 

(») Ciipni^i or isthcrwifut preserved Uf Milwh nr iJirN, iir. lb, nt^i _ jj.i^ m i*, 

(b) l>rjui:i it Smoked, hilms ur brl, tif iJcHi IIih, _ __ ■> m(i' ' 

(c) SiiJtHd & Ptckledt hi-L uf 'iOtJ ]H-« ___! ' \':}* f '].' 

[2J The Xorwff^MHn OOTyrhraeril ilrnWrlnk., ns loiiy the esHiim; i.JitEioi. .►f iHt' m, ErL^hmt i, n 
of m>ff«j mto \nmy vi iiniiiil viticd, ta ynml iiufiofi noeiitii-,s fur it hi orS-fjiMl-Mi in 

the Kepuhhe of Mkrui. for iiu »miiial [|LiJiiirji^ ,M[iaiirHle! ! tn iIr mw . . . 

]ji(K9finn origin to Aore'Jiy iiecupilfne tu iHe oflioful ^^ 1 ^^wHlFil 1 || (iuriik''* 1 *j'*ce I'i/ ■ if'ii 

meirit toiiss. ■* « int 

[3] ir in nny the i|Uttntity of f^h nnd fii^h products of Nor^Hojinii origiu imported into thr- 
Republic of Liberia under the proYmom of the Liborinii Tariff Aci nienEiom-d iu Urtmerniih fl] 
above, Cieceedd the importu of luoh ffah mnd fi.’ih produois of Norwtreiiin orlLfia inio the tteiiiiblio 
jWAOnimg lo tho omckl Norwegian slatiNliM, ilqrhig imt, li^,: liJO umtrir ton^ ihtt NorJertian 
Government undertake to «rant during the fulUwhig jtJir KcldiiioTutl impin licjtmce?* for "r?iw 
eufft^. oriRinaietl in the Renubl io, e<|Ulvaienl to thi' don bi o vahn' of ihr iimrrffHsu m ihe io,T>firt-i 
of the said Aorwegmn fish and fLh prcduc-TR lo iho Republic, ‘ ^ 

The ifuautity of raw coffee, for which additinmil iiiiporl Eii-enoes ^all kaj Friiireil Hh«|| he 
computed on the ba^is of ihp officiaJ Norweginn statinilos. 

[t] Thm Agt^mcnt qhnll ccun« imo foroti on Mie day on which rbe dt'crrpiie .T ihe riiiiv nn fUh Jind 
IlHh product*, imporlud into the Republic of rdharia, iLt n]eiiticnt<d in raragraph (1) rfijove 
cornel operative, ami ^hall remain in force until December 31, lu tia.'io m-ither of the 

Contracting Governments iihjiH have given notice to the other one nuiiih hMrnti;^ tht- laiil dale 
of their inttmlion lo lerminati^ tlii* .Agreemtmt. it i^hnll reniajci in Iifcc Until! the imd of tlin 
year in which it shall have laicn deiiounimd by either of tki: Ci.tiimrlng fToviHrnaH-jitH iiith ini« 
month K tiotiee, it balng unilerKtot^il thai the Xorwu^ian Govornmeic ybiill grant during ihe voar 
following the oKpiraiinn of thiri Agrceinent import ifcenccH For raw ujffce of fnilntriiui oriltiil'TnT — 
Ihe qiiaiitUy stipulated in pargraphs (3) and {3) nlMivi'. ' 

IN' WlTNIilSS WliJiRKOb’ the mii:lerjijg:nt;j:l pleTiipotcntiarleK, (Ink anihorb.Md hy their respeC’ 
tlve Govemmeritj*, have signcrl the prn!*ent AifreemeiiL 

DONK at OhIo, this' 27th day of AugunE IU37, 

Lauritic Sundt. C, In Smith. 

Therefore* in order tbat the Commerciiil Commu^'Jty sind all persons concerned might 
be fully advised as to the effective date of the Trade Agreement hereinbefore meiitinred* 

I EDWIN BARCL.AY, President of the Republic of Liberia, by virtue of the authority 
vested in me under Section 7* of the Tariff Act above citei do hereby proclaim 
and declare that the said Trade Agreement shall become effective as of March 15* 193S. 

In witness whereof, I have caused the Seal of the 
Republic to be hereto affixed. 

Given under my hand in the City of Monrovia this 
7th day of March, A, D, 1938* and of the Republic the 
Ninety-First. 

By the President: EDWIN BARCLAY. 

C, L SIMPSON* 

Serrrfnrf/ w/ Sf;ffU\ 










A PROCLAMATION 

BY THE PRESIDENT 


RepuwI"oTLfb"eI”td?hrrGover„«,ent „f ,he 

An Usvlaina thr TjnuFi' . /- p 

afui Exported from th*' 

“ “■ “ —- “■•- *<■- 

Asreement between tl.e Goventnnent of ,l,e Repnbrie of Liberia and 

the Government of the KinjJdom „f Norway. 

'1‘hM Uovoj'iini^djtt of th#} :;eniiMk- nr r rwj* j l ► 

con.r„.rdn| Cl 

finiseiii AjrrwrniHm ih-‘ «iI^lUl ... fj„j, ^ 

,™„ ..e ..r -1;-rr'i-r- 

Fo....... •■« («;. .,„„ ,.„ ,, .. '■ .. 

Duty 

Full: Genera t Ernrr({eney 

(n) G.„„«l «, p„,„fr»ni iri l«.,u,.. „,. jar« .. ,., , Tneilf 

pr^ Ibo ___ I'l’.. Ncl vjilomn. 

(b) PrliKl Jj, SItiak'tn'lfktili!f!( Of Ilf. jf OfiJi iin”"^' ' - > --> ,\fplla .(Wj 

(c) Snl.ed & Cictiai. M, „f o,K) lif. — - - .. tiMio 

F^ineiidwj 10 mu{ w_. ±uii 

(.Jlj 011.1111^(0. or Othorwr-iH nrtH^pnrvjiu] i* i-' 4 i 

(I.) Dri«I .t Sfririkofi, tniln^^r W „ %^;’ |ir '’' ^"‘^* ‘’"' ■>■'■’ 

fc)Snltnd A l-k-WBd.bri. nf ^TO IN - - - -Vf; 


Relief FiJni:l 

JiG 

S^klHI 


iLi.'p 
li.titi 
). ] -■ 


[2] Ihe XorwpjgtaiA ^.ioviiriimiiiir oipdi'jrEAtM uii i«Hd i 

ri;e.r;r;'dn"?‘" “>■■ '-mdai'.v.n,i.w.‘■.■fj;*-,,;;; 

L^t 0.1*,., .... 

above, o3((3uotI., [he importA of s(,4fh fish aad li-.li iroditn?!' Act iiieiirfqrt.'d li, pimt|rr,iph HI 

Recording to the ofnobij Xor«(e«j«n suifel Aii ,1 Ik 

Oovdronjfitit uodertuke to Km.it during !ho Xr'nul. In 

coff^^ ofigkaiM ill ihe Repuldic, tsiiiifajJii to tb!"fo.'ihlc f 

of the i^ui a.h nnd Ih product, t Ihe rhe h„p„rt. 

^^.ii 1. .r..,ti.i. .Hull 

«ah product-., tt^btase -if tl.a il„tr ri.h and 

Gout ran Lfiii^ G0yarj,n^y^^ ^,(,^^11 - i!)ir ^1, lySdj, iieitht-e of tin- 

of ihefr immtion to icrmiiuitu [hk A^remicni ft ^rtm.lh h.-ftyri- thn di,|,. 

», « hi.h It .hail have o rht if":::? r ‘-I "r Til;, 

month ri tioliei’, k h.-ing uiuk-rjstrkHf thm the Xornt-irhn M-itli imr 

:i±;- 

tiv« Go«mn.tnmje‘^i^,!i ’"'"'“''"'•d 1,.,- their re..,,.,,. 


Lduntz Sjoiidtw 


DOXL at O.-ilow thiif 27 lh duy of .August 193 ", 

C. F. Siriith. 


r - r. oinitn. 

be fully advised as to^the effectiv^X^e o?^th?T'"!l'"i*^ *"‘*®** Person* concerned mieht 
1 EDWIN BARCLAY, President of the VeptibTf/tf''l®rwTf''K meiifJor eo, 

vested m me under Section 7. of the Tariff Act . u of the authority 

•wi nwu„ .hw ,h, .rid T,riw i?a s“r5il 


ihe 


By the President! 

C. L. SIMPSON, 

Sfnre/ar// n/' 


In wiiness whereof, I have caused the Seal nf 
Republic to he hereto affixed. “ 

EDWI.N BARCLAY. 
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I'apolL 21, 1938. 
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To All Collsctops of Customs, li,l. 

COPY: The Inspectors of lievenues, 


We are forwariiing copy of cn Executiire Proclaimtion 


placing in effect a Trade Arreement concluded between the Govern- ■ 
ments of the Hepubiic of Liberia and Kingdom of Korwav as of 
ycrch 15, 1938.. 

The foiloising instructions are issued for guidance of 
all Collectors of customs: 


On and after ^{apeh 13, 1938, import duty and emergency 


relief fund shall be assessed upon llOinvegion fish products mentioned 
below at the rates specified;- 

Fish: (a) Cwmed or otherwi-se preserved « 

in bottles or jars per lb. net & 3.45;! 


(b) Dried & Smoked in bales or 
brls. of 200 lbs, net 


02.30 & 2,30 


(c) Salted c; pickled, brls. of 
200 lbs, net 


01.15 d 1.15 


In order that correct statistics covering importation 


of such fish products from llorway into the Republio my be kept, 
you are instructed to accept separate entries therefor. Collectors 
of Customs are to examine all consular invoices relating to such 
importations. If such products are not shipped directly from Nor¬ 
way, the consular invoices from the country of transhipment must in¬ 
dicate clearly that the products originated in Norway, in order tnnt 
they may bo admitted at the rate specified above, 

1,0 drwaback of duty v/ill be granted in respect of con¬ 
signments landed prior to March 15, 1938. It is to be understood, 
however, that the niirport of said Proclamation and provisions of this 
Circular Letter relate to the importation of fish products from the 
Kingdom of Nownay only. Importation of such coianodities from other 
Countries shall continue to be assessed at the rates laid down under 
Article 31, Section (a)-, (b) and (c) of the Revised Tariff of 1936. 


Very truly yours. 


John A. Dunav/ay, 
SUOEilVISOH OF ItEVilidJES, R.L. 







30th Uarcht 1938 

Dear Mr. SI tester, 

I return herewith the copy of the 
Proclamation regarding the tariff on lEQ}orted 
flah. 

Thank you very much for your kindness 
In lending it to me. 

So far as I can see the Instructions 
Issued by Mr. Dunaway do not conoiply with the 
provisions of the Trade Agreement. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Herrn P. Bltester, 

Oerman Consulate Oeneral, 


MONliOVIA. 







OOVM/M 


aaiTicoi jumiTioR^ 
nomoviA. 

89th Marohf 1958# 


Your Bstmllonogr^ " "' 

With rmfr^nom to jour loiter Wo* 118/D* F, 
of the 4th FabrunrY* I turn the honour to oall 
Four attention to Olroular Letter Wo. lQ-105Qi 
ieeuod br the WujierTlaer of Eerenuee on the 
Wlat inetant regarding a rednotlon of Cuatom 
dntlee on eanaedf dpled« wmokmdt aaltod and 
plekled fiah of Forwegiaa origiiu 

8« It has been repreaetited to w that tho 
Trade Agreeneat bgr rlrtue of which these ngulatloaa 
hare been liaeued as eontalned In the EnoeutlYe 
Proelaatation or the 7th instant• proTldea for a 
redootioA of the Ouatona dntlee on all such lah 
liykorted Into Liberia^ and not onljr on fleh of 
llorweglan origin^ and that the inatruatlona eoi^ 
tained in the said Oircalar Letter are therefore 


FILE Me. 
F.£a. Nc ^ 


not la aaoordanoe with the said Trada Agreeoent ant 
Froelanatioa* 

8* It has further been represented to ne 
that in the ease of auoh redactioa o: dull e in 
the ease oi' fish of llorwegiaA orl^n thu sane 

reduotion 


Hla Kjceallonogr 
The teeretarF of State 

of the Republte of Liberia, 
Oepartaent of Wtatet 
now wiA. 














a. 



raduatloa whouXA hm nm6m on ttwh origiiiaiitig ia 
oountrXmm Gajtqrlng traaiies with the Aepuhlio 
of Liberia oentalning tho boet Favoured nation 


4« X an not la a position to ora aiar 
oplniaa on this qa-!rtlon until 1 have reoelved 
oopiea of the Agreement* 1 eliall theiefore be 
gratefol if Your baoeXlenagr vlll oiaiBo m to 
be eupplied vlth ooplee of the Agreewent at an 
earljr datOp and I have at the aem time the 
honour to eaqulre whether it la intoadod to 
miataln the prlvilegod poaltloa granted to 
fish of* UorweglaA origin imdar the regttltr^tiona 
now ieeuod* 

X avail inraelf of the opportanltjr to 
aonvvF to Tour 3aoell(»iihF the aaouranoe of nr 
higheat ooaalderatioa ana eatoen. 


X have the honour to be* 
Your iixeel oaay*a * 
moet obedient Servmitp 

ARTHUR 6, roK30NBV 

H«lf. af4)^4 

AV! Qoiim nmiiAi., 












201/86/38. 


pile He . 


C ? V ' 





2&th Marcti, 1938. 


Sir, 

I thanic you for your letter of the 
23r(l instant regarding the ne?; Administrative 
Circular which you say is about to he published 
granting preferential import tariff to fish oi 
Non egian origin* 

I should be grateful if you could supply 
ne with a copy of the Adminisx.rutlvc Circular 
when you receive it. It is, I presume. In 
accordance with the recent trade agreement 
between the Liberian and Norwegian Oovcrnnients, 
a copy of which I have so far failed to obtained* 
If you hapj^en to have received a copy of the trade 


agreement, I should be very grateful If you 
could lend it to me. I hope to receive a copy 
through official channels at an early date* 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 


uRTrtUW 0» FOKiiC-NSV 

Vi.S. Uurdoch, Esq., 

Manager, Cavalla Hlver Go., H.M* CHAROB D Al^TAlRKS 
MONROVIA. AND CONSUL OBN?-:R.iL. 












% 


COPY. 



l£onrovl 

ICtrohi 21, 1938. 

CIRCOL R LBTTSR MO. IOtl038 


TO ALL COLLECTOR ' OP CUSTOW ' R.L., 

COIY THE INSiECTORS OF RKVBfr ES, R.L., 

We are forwardlni; copy of btx isxecutive . rod m tion pi clng Into 
effect a Tr^de /^reement concluded between the Governnients of the Rej.^ublic 
of Liberia ar^d the United Kingdom of Nor. ey as of u rch 15, 1938. 


The following instructions are Issued for the guidance of all 
Collectors of Customst- 


funds sb 
uhe r;~te 

On and after M 
'll be as;3cssed 
specified:- 

rch 15, 1938, Im./Ort duty nd emergency relief 
upon "orwegi n Pish Products mentlcned belo 1 


Fiuh 

(a) 

Canned or otherwise preserved 
in bottles or Jars per lb net. 

3,86/1000 rnd 
3,46/1000 



<b) 

Dried & Smoked in Bales or 

B rrels of 20Olbs net. 

02.30 & 02.30 



Cc) 

Srlted & tickled Brls of 
ROCVlb... net 

01.1b ^ 01.15 


In ordei’ thf t correct statistics covering im. ortation of sucl. 
fish products from *Torway into the Hejublic m y be xept, you re instruc¬ 
ted to ccept separate ei^ti'laj: thereior. Collectors of Cuotoms fre to 
examine ell Con:^ulrr> invoices rel-ting to such im ortations. If such 
products are not shij^ped directly from Horv.ay Consul r invoice fTom tiie 
^untry of tranship ment roust indicate clearly th .t the products origin ted 
m Norway, in order th^t they may be adcitted at tlie rates B] ecifled bove. 


Dr .wb ck of duty will be gr nted in reapect of consignments 
landed prior to L rch 15, 1938. It to be undersuood, howevera th t Uic 
purport of «aid proclfnu tion and provisions of this circul r letter relate 
to the InH; ortation of fish producti^ from the Kingdom of Noivay only. 
Importation of euoh comiooditles from otlier countries shall continue to be 
asseseed at the r- tes laid down Article 31, Section (a), (b) end (c) of 

the revised Tariff of 1936. 


Very tr ly yours. 



Sgd. John Dun way, 
SD.ERVISOR OF REV^^NUEB, R.L., 








Form Rti. No. X44. 
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The Cavalla Rivef^ CompanLtd. 
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Tour 

0«*r WSH^CD* 


IfonTOvla, 


WEST Africa, 23rd March, 


193 8 


Charge d'Affaires & Consul <3eneral, 
British Legation, 

MONHCVIA. 


Sir, 

It may be that you are not as yet informed of the 
trend of a new Administrative Circular which, we believe, has 
not yet been published, * 

.o?” effect the new law grants a preferential import 
tariff to fish of Norwegian origin and discriminates against 
fish from all other sources. 

«fe give hereunder a comparative table of three 
classes of fish:- 




Type General ] 

Duty 

3.R.F, 

TOTAL 

QTY. 

(a) 

Norwegian 

Canned Fish 3,9/20 ^ 

3,9/20^ 

6,9/lO^f 1-lb 

(b) 

Other Sources 

Norwegian 

" “ 6 4 

Dried 4 Smoked S3.20 

6 

S3.20 

12 

S6.40 

4 1-lb 
Barrel 
200-" 


Other Sources 

" “ S4.00 


S8.00 

or 

Bale 

(c) 

Norwegian 

Salted 4 PickledSl.15 

SI. 16 

fS2.30 

200-Lb 


Other Sources 

■ * S2.00 

S2.00 

S4.00 

t4 

On the face of it, it would appear that those Nations 
who are supposed to enjoy equal privileges with "Most favoured 
Nations", have grounds for complaint against this apparent 
discrimination. 


Yours faithfully, 



•: \ I,. ' 5 





















118/D,F* February 4, 193S, 


Mr, Charge d'Affairea* 

I have the honour to ac¬ 
knowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
36/86/38 of the 13th Uitijnoi ^iJljring for 


two copies of the trade Agreement between 

Liberia and Norwaj’^e 

In reply to same, please 

be advised that although the Agreement in 
point has been ratified by the Legislature, 


It has not yet been published, but as soon 
as it shall have been published, I shall not 
fail to transmit to you two copies thereof 
in con^llance with your request. 

Be please to accept, Mr. 

Charge d*Affaires, the renewed assurance . 



H.M. Charge d’Affaires, ad interim, 
and Acting Consul General, 
British Legation, 


M0NT«)VIA. 










